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Chief, Geographic Besearch Ares, ORR 1 Decomber 1359
Acting Chief, Map Library Divieion, ORR
Mekong River Investigations

1. It is gemerally believed, from available data, that the lowar Mekong
River basin has a potentisl which can be developed into one of the greatest
patural resources in Southeast Asis. HBepeclally promising sre development
works for hydroelectric gemeration, irrigetion and pavigstion. It appeears
that comprehensive, multi-purpose development is best sulited for the ares,
as opposed to simgle purpose works at selected sites. Comprehensive develcpmont
of the Mekong Besin, hovever, is complicated somevhat by riparian imterests
ghared by 4 countries, Lacs, Vietnam, Cambodia and Thailsnd.

2. As viewed at this time, the lower Mekong Basin, the aree under study,
includes all of the Mekong River watershed from the Burma border to the ses.
The total ares imvolved is approcdimately 227,000 square miles. On s country
basic about 40P of the watershed area lies in Laos, 32 in Thailand, 6% 1t
Cambodis and 2% in Vietnam (the watersbed boundaries are shown on mep attachment
1). Tt would sppear thet multi-lateral hermony in any future develcpment yorss
may be difficult to achieve.

3. %o date, while the project is in the investigation sand pre-plannirg
stages, the riparisn governments have worked together closely, and kave recently
formed the Coordipating Committec for the Lower Mekong Basin. PFrom the tire
the project first received sericus considersticn (as eerly as 1351) it was
apparent that foreign techmical assistance and money would be required. Ir
this comnection, the United Nations has provided 2 survey missions end the
Internstional Cooperation Administration, s team of Buresu of Reclanation
engineers. At present the United Mations Economic Commission for Aeia and
the Far East, ihrough sn Executive Agent, provides guidance and assistance
t0 the Coordinsting Committee,

k. The three gurvey missions moted above were dispatched to investignte
separate specific Mekong Basin projects for pessible early comstruction. All
three tesms, however, reported that there was insufficient precipitetion, sticam
flow and terrain data evailsble to begin emgineering work for say projects
The most recent survey mission {provided by UNTAA apd headed by General
Bdvard Wheeler, U.S. Army, retired; of the IBRD) made its report (Wheeler
Report) in Jamusry 1958. This report is used gemerally by present plannin;
groups as a gulde. Wheeler's report peinted out the specific deficiencles
in available date and recommendéd a program to obtain the needed data for
the eptire Basir. His recesmendations form the basis for investigstions nuw

in progress.
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Sm: Mekong River Investigetions

5. The mout pressing need for Mekomg Basin planmning groups is for
hydrologic, hydrographic and meterologie data which are essentiel for eny
river development vorks. The present program essigns the accumulst.om of
the dats, togetlier with mepping and levelling, a number 1 priority. Map
sttachments 1, 2 and 3 illustrate the sreas aud priorities for whici: these
data are required, according to Wheeler's report. A breskdown of costs an!
equipment needed 1s given in attachment &. It is recognized, that _or a
comprehensive development progrem, special studies will have to be imdertaiern
in the fields of agriculture, foresiry, fisheries, minersl resources, tranaportetior,
pover markets ard the basin's general economy. These studies, sccording to
Wheeler, should be made comcurrently with the rirst priority river :investigetions.
He also recommerded that UN specialized agencles such as PAD undertake this
work. )

6. wheeler further recommeaded that the services of = foreign enginecring
company or govermsent agency be obtained to coordimste the operstions imvoived
in the collecticn of the basic engineering dats, traiming, plasmming and
other services. The Intermational Cooperation Administretion took ihe
initiative in izplementing this recommendation by contrscting with the Harva
Enginsering any, Chicsgo, Iliinois, to perform this service, Tis conrsct,
smounting to a $2,200,000 expenditure, represents the imitisl U.S. contribution
to the projJect. The Harzs Company, while comtracted to ICA, works in beha:f
of the Coordineting Committee and the United Nations Executive Agent.

7. After release of the Whceler Report, several other countriss have
offersd coatributions to the Mekong Besin investigation progrem. Cenada hes
usdertaken the first priority surveying and mapping work for the main stem
of the Mekong. The Photographic Surveys Corporation, Toromto, has teen
contracted for this $1,300,000 project, which includes serisl photogrephy,
large scale topographic mepping, trisngulstion end levellimg. The scope of
the Casadian project is gemerslly that shown as first priority work in map
attachments 2 anl 3. %The results of this project will mot duplicste aseris)
photography and mepping in the area being done by the U.8. Army Map 3ervice,

although some AM3 pho (flown by Worldwide Aerial Surveys) will be usei
to mwlmt% The Photographic Surveys Corporation
project will be out under the direction of the Harsa Company.

8. BNorizomial snd vertical comtroi work, which gemerally falls into the
asrisl survey project, has deen gsubcontrscted by the Photographic Surveys
Corporsticn to the Certeza Surveying Compeny of Meails, slthough per: of the
coutract costs will be met by the U.8. through the Harza contract. (Come of
Certesa’s work hns no direct application to the serial swrvey.) Cerieza,
which has officen ip Phnom Penu, has prior experience in the area working on
AMS contracts.

9. Jspan wns ome of the first countries to offer assistance to the
Mekong Coordinsting Committec after the relesse of the Wheeler repor:, an
offer that wes quickly accepied. In Jamary 1959, the Japansese bege: & two
Yoar survey of the Mekong River tribdutaries vith special emphasis on hydrological

2
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SUBJECT: Mekong Hiver Investigations

. stuiies. An 18 man team completed a reconnaissance in February 19359, Francs
; 1s coptributing hydrologicsl instruments and the United Kingdom, e nwsber of
; bosts for hydrographical work. Deficiencies in support by countries other

: than the United States sre made up in part by funds provided in the Harza

] contract. It should be pointed out that the United States is contributing

i $2,200,000 toward the estimated $5,670,000 required for first priority

| hydrological, hydrogrephicsl and meteorologicel investigations,

10. The present investigations, which are concerned primerily with the
mein stresm of the Mekong, will be carried out over & period of not lsss
than three years, depending on a continuing flov of foreign assistanca2. Upcn
completion, cufficzient date will be aveilsble for plenning and enginezring
development works (according to an ICA engineer, 3 year statistical data on
stream flov is a bare miniwum for dam and irrigstion works planning; 100
year, or lonmger, records are destrable). Following the investigatiors, the
! riparien govermments will po doubt be aaxious 10 implement comstruction projecis
for which foreign technical mssistence and capitsl will be required. At lessi
\ one ICA officer hes indicated, umofficially, that the whole project may be
| vareslistic because of huge amount of cepital required. It would also appesr
that political differences might arise smong the riparien countries if and
when the project develops beyond the investigation stage.

|
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ng the results of the various

Any other studles comducied by o for :2 531
| United Fations, such as power, transportation or sgriculture studies, are @ﬁ@‘ a
| availsble by purchase, through Geographic Attache's or from the tUnited States
| 25%1é4faion to the United Nations in New York.
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SUBJEOT: Mekong River Investigations

13. Informetion used ip compiling the attached report wes Obtained
from Nap Library Division files and from conversations with Mr. Cari A. Cramer,
Civil Engineer, Industries Division, Internstional Cocoperation Admduistratiorn.
With the exception of references to procurement ectivity and commen:s cltedl
by ICA officials concerning the future of the project, which are Confidential,
all informeation in this report is Unclessified.
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